
 

Is Data Destruction Something You Can Do Yourself? 
Every business produces data. We don’t care if you are in e-commerce or construction. You have 
digital data on computers and other devices, and much of that data is sensitive. Client 
information, bank account information, proprietary data, and more can all be exposed if those 
devices end up in the wrong hands. 

Often, those devices will make their way into those wrong hands when the device has reached 
the end of its life. This is not when you should just store it in a closet, even a locked closet. 
Instead, you should reduce your liability as soon as possible, have that data destroyed, and 
recycle the device while you are at it. 

We understand the desire to take matters into your own hands. It may seem cheaper at first and, 
especially if your business is small, doing things yourself may just be what you are accustomed 
to. However, we can assure you, this is not a matter that you should attempt to tackle on your 
own. 

 

Formatting is usually the first option people jump to. After all, if you’ve ever done it before then 
you’d know that it appears to do exactly what you want it to do—delete all the data. We can 
assure you, this is not what formatting does. Instead, formatting merely flags all the data as junk 
so that the drive can feel free to write over it. Anyone with even basic computer skills and a 
desire to steal data can still get most if not all of the data on a formatted hard drive. 

Even if you are thinking about transferring hard drives within your company such as giving an 
old computer to a new hire, if all you did was a format, you are potentially giving that new 
employee access to a world of data that they maybe shouldn’t have including even personal data 
from the previous employee. For this reason, we recommend re-using where it makes sense but 
always with a new drive, and make sure that old drive has its data destroyed properly. 

Can You Use Magnets or Other Methods to Destroy Data? 



If you can’t format, then what about physical destruction or magnetic destruction? Our 
degaussing (magnetic) and physical destruction machines at Sadoff cost thousands and thousands 
of dollars. The methods you use will not be able to give you the peace of mind that our data 
destruction machines can provide. 

On top of that, when you work with a reputable data destruction service, like Sadoff, we will 
own 100% of the liability. This means that we are so confident in our data destruction methods 
that we are willing to put our company, money, and reputation on the line to protect yours. Do 
you have that level of confidence in the methods you could use? 

Data Destruction Service Near You 
Although Sadoff E-Recycling & Data Destruction performs these services, has locations in 
Wisconsin and Nebraska and offers nationwide service for businesses, we always promote the 
use of certified electronics recycling and data destruction companies regardless of who you 
choose to use.   
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